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IN SEARCH 
OF DRACULA



What they say… 
Guest of Valea Verde, July 2017 -  “My parents took 
me to this complex of restored farmhouses when I was 
14 and very interested in eastern Europe. We arrived to 
gorgeous rolling countryside, with wildlife including 
golden oriole and eagles. This Saxon/Romanian village 
was friendly and tranquil, and Valea Verde was run on an 
easygoing basis that helped support the community. The 
food was excellent, especially the veranda breakfast. The 
traditional ways, solid churches and castles were a 
fascinating contrast to the relics of communism.”



Who’d have thought it. Sibiu. A rather random choice 
of city yet the most surprising. Magical, mystical and 
meticulously friendly. Coffee houses & bars that would 
not look out of place in Shoreditch! And the most 
incredible Michelin star standard dining at, well, 
certainly NOT Michelin star prices. One of my tip top 
discoveries - urge you to get there before everyone 
else does! It’s not going to stay secret for long…

Any petrol heads or Top Gear fans out there? If so, 
then the Transffagarasan Highway may be music to 
your ears. More than 150 kilometres in length it is 
Romania’s most spectacular and best known road - as 
featured on an episode of Top Gear! And undeniably 
one for the ‘Bucket List’. A picturesque 2 hour drive 
south of Sibiu, the perfect day out would include 
tackling this highway ahead of heading back north into 
the heart of Transylvania to Sighisoara. Best done in 
the Spring or Autumn months - the snow of the winter 
months could perhaps be a challenge too far! 

With cobbled streets, colourful buildings, and a 
pedestrian-friendly Old Town, it's difficult not to fall in 
love with Sighisoara. Yes, it's can get very touristy in 
the Summer. But it's still well worth a visit. Autumn is a 
great time to go. It's like a box of tropical-coloured 
crayons just exploded all over the town, with bright 
oranges and yellows and pinks standing out on every 
street. 

HIGHLIGHTS 
To name just a few…



Castles galore…and many full of literature glory! 
Not least the most infamous of castles in 
Transylvania - Bran Castle. Also known as 
‘Dracula’s Castle’. Rather touristy but a need to 
see. Lesser known but similarly spooky is Peles 
Castle. Considered one of Europe’s finest 
examples of Neo-Renaissance architecture, it is 
located in the south of Transylvania - 2.5 hour drive 
from Sighisoara.

In the part of Romania that used to be called Dacia 
are the ruins of Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa. Take 
a bus from the town of Santamaria-Orlea (or from 
Sibiu), hop off when the locals tell you, and you will 
be enthralled by the size of the site: it has every 
building a Roman settlement should have. If that is 
not enough, a short walk down country lanes 
brings you to beautiful Unesco-listed Densus 
church, made from stones probably taken from a 
Roman mausoleum.

Bâlea Lake is a STUNNING glacier lake situated at 
2,034 m of altitude in the Făgăraș Mountains, in 
central Romania, in Cârțișoara. Located half an 
hour drive from the legendary Transffagarasan 
Highway, this lake is a must see. During the winter 
months, why not snuggle down for the night in an 
igloo at the uniquely designed ice hotel on the 
edge of the lake? With its own ice bar, ice 
restaurant & ice church (!?)…you’ll need nor went 
for anything more. Haute cuisine at great heights - 
this is a very special experience. 

HIGHLIGHTS CONTINUED…



ACCOMMODATION 
The beauty of Transylvania is that it is relatively undiscovered 
area on the tourist pathway. Resulting in traditional, authentic 
lifestyle and a true sense of ‘living like a local’. The flip side of 
this, and I hesitate in saying the ‘downside’ as it's not 
necessarily so, is that the levels of luxury are not in line of what 
one may be used to in other European destinations. 

Fear not though. Instead, embrace it. There are plenty of 
family run lodges & hotels in Transylvania - not least one 
owned by none other than HRH Prince of Wales. And to truly 
like the locals, why not take the chance to get your home away 
from home feeling with your very own apartment where you 
can head to the local market in the morning, stock on local 
fresh produce and cook up some of the tantalising Romanian 
recipes that your local host will be more than willing to bestow 
upon you.  

Here is a sample of what to expect in Transylvania when it 
comes to your accommodation:  

• The Rabbit Hole, Sibiu - first & foremost an independent 
artisan coffee house in the main square run by a young 
couple. But secondly, it is a cafe with rooms. Clean & 
traditional, en-suite bedrooms. The cafe has a kitchen with 
guest access. A really great find for couples.  

• The Ice Hotel, Balea Lake - A fantastically unique designer 
4 star hotel. In a matter of weeks, part of the frozen Balea 
Lake is transformed into a beautiful and uniquely designed 
hotel of ice with its very own Ice Church, Ice Restaurant and 
Ice Bar.  









GOOD TO KNOW… 

ESSENTIAL COUNTRY INFORMATION 

Romania Dialling Code: +40 (0040) 

Currency: LEU (Romanian Leu. Euros widely accepted) 

Time Difference: GMT + 1 (PST + 9) 

Languages spoken: Romanian, English 

Driving: Right side of the road 

Electricity: European (2 pins).  

Essential Reading/Watching: Goes without saying…

Dracula, Dram Stoker.   

ESSENTIAL PACKING LIST 

Body Warmers (Gilets) are very useful way of layering 
up for during the cold weather in the Winter, 

particularly in the evenings - get ready for sub zero 
conditions. 

Snow boots. This area of Romania is snow-covered 
during the winter months so snow boots are a must!  

CAMERA! One can’t possibly be without a camera (or 

iPhone) when in this astoundingly beautiful country! 

Your drivers’ license - best way to see this country is 
via a road trip. 



hello@aliciantravel.com 
For full details or for just a general chit chat about all 

things travel, please do get in touch. I am poised, 
ready & will be delighted to talk! 

Lets’ get this journey started…


